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AAC Device Information Sheet
TuffTalker Convertible
Specs

Company 

Words +.
www.words-plus.com 
Price 

Starting at $8095
(depends on options)
(Toughbook computer off-the-shelf, not fitted as AAC device is ~ $3300)

Type of device


Dedicated or Non-dedicated (ours is non-dedicated)
Display

· Dynamic

· High quality flat touch screen
· 10.4” (diagonal) active matrix touch screen display (8.25” x 6.25”)
Operating software

· Runs Windows XP (fully functioning computer for non-dedicated option)
Software

· Must select one of the following (or pay extra to include multiple options):
· E Z Keys 

· Extensive word prediction program

· WIND’s device has this program
· Talking Screen 

· Graphic symbol-based pages

· WIND’s device has this program

· Speaking Dynamically Pro 

· WIND’s device does not have this program; SD Pro is available on several other devices and they have the software separately
· Microsoft Word (with E Z Keys)

ROM/RAM

40GB HDD
256MB  RAM (expandable to 786MB)
Voice output

Synthesized (computerized) speech; choice of 3 types of voices: 
· DECtalk 
· AT&T voices (very high quality; relatively new on the market)

· Eloquence 
Access methods

E Z Keys

· Direct selection
· Joystick scanning

· Keyboard

· Morse code

· Mouse

· Switch scanning

Single and dual switch scanning

· Linear

· Group-row-column (“Half-scan”)
· Row-column
Auditory scanning
LOTS of flexibility w/ scanning options! (speed, type, release time, hesitate time, etc.)
Symbol systems

· E Z Keys program

· Completely text-based word prediction program
· Talking Screen

· Picture Communication Symbols (PCS/Mayer Johnson) and Words+ graphic symbols, some photos
· Can import photos, images, other graphic symbols

· Speaking Dynamically Pro comes with PCS

Number of levels
Unlimited

Size of cells
· Varies with type of grid that is created

· Can create grid-based boards with various sized cells (up to 80 cells/page)
· Can easily adjust space between cells

· Cannot have different size cells within one board

Environmental control unit (wireless)
Has IR port – a wide variety of environmental control commands are built into the device
Weight

5.8 lbs
Battery

Rechargeable 
Encoding techniques/Abbreviation-expansions

· Comes with list of preprogrammed abbreviations (e.g., $HM = How much is it?)
· Can create own codes
Other Info/Special features
· Exceptionally durable: this is for the users who will be roughest on a device. Has shock-mounted hard drive
· Has a wireless option for Internet access (ours does not have this)
· Variety of unique mouse options that may prevent the need to use scanning or improve efficiency of scanning
· On screen mouse
· Radar mouse
· Crosshair mouse
Instructions
Turning on the device
· On button is on the front of the device on the left; slide the arrow to the right
The TuffTalker has a touch screen. You can either leave it set up as a regular laptop or turn the screen around (release button is on the upper central part of keyboard) and latch it so that the keyboard is hidden. 

· Typically, you would program the device with the keyboard visible and turn the screen around when the user is using the device

The rest of the instructions are for running the E Z Keys and Talking Screen software programs. SD Pro instructions are available from WIND separately.

E Z Keys

Both a Quick Start Guide and full User Manual are available at www.words-plus.com. Go to “Free User Manuals” on the bottom right of the home page.
· use Quick Start Guide for the basics on using E Z Keys for word processing and for Environmental Control Unit functions. 

· You do not need to complete Step 1 (Connecting the Hardware) or Step 2 (Loading E Z Keys)
There is also an E Z Keys Scanner Box Quick Reference guide – a one-page guide that tells you what each of the abbreviations in the E Z Keys box stands for
This program is not intuitive to use, but it has many unique features that may make it an excellent option for some adults who are literate, including the following:
· radar and crosshair mouse 

· computer keyboard functions available on E Z Keys pop-up (for example: backspace, whole word backspace, control

To start E Z Keys

· Double click on “Start E Z Keys” on the desktop, if the blue E Z Keys word prediction menu does not appear when you turn the device on (the blue box w/ letters in it is the E Z Keys program)
· Open Word and begin typing
· Hit “Control M” to bring up E Z Keys home page and create the configurations that you want (type of scanning, male vs. female voice, etc.)

To turn off E Z Keys

· Hit “Control M” to bring up E Z Keys home page

· Click on “Exit” (with mouse or touch screen)

Talking Screen
To bring up Talking Screen

· Double click on the Talking Screen icon on the desktop

· Turn the convertible screen around and latch it to use the Talking Screen boards

· Leave the convertible screen as is if you will be programming any new symbols/pages

To add a symbol to an existing page

· Open Talking Screen (double click on icon on desktop)
· Select “Run Talking Screen “ and go to the page on which you want to make modifications

· Select Escape to bring up Talking Screen options

· Select “Pages”

· The page you want to modify should appear, along w/ programming options

· Touch the area of the screen where you want to create a new symbol

· that area should now be highlighted

· Under “Symbol Group” (toward lower right of screen), touch the arrow key to bring up symbol options (begins with “all,” “1,” “2,” etc.)
· Scroll down the screen until you get to the first letter of the symbol you want and select the letter

· Scroll down the screen again until you find the symbol you want (a preview will appear above the words once you select the symbol)

· Put the mouse on the symbol you want, then click and drag it over to the cell where you would like the symbol to appear

To create a new page

· Open Talking Screen (double click on icon on desktop)
· Select Escape to bring up Talking Screen options

· Select “Pages”
· On upper left part of the page, you will see the word “Page:” Immediately under this are the words “Top Page,” and there is an arrow key next to this. Select the arrow to pull up the scroll down menu

· Scroll through the menu and find and select “NEW PAGE”

· A pop-up window will appear for you to name the page. Name it (for example, “Basketball Game”) and select “Ok.”

· The icons “Top page” and “Previous Page” will appear. You can click and drag them to a new location if you wish.

· To change the number of rows and columns on the page, use the up and down arrow keys located toward the bottom left of the screen 

· Touch the area of the screen where you want to create a new symbol

· that area should now be highlighted

· Under “Symbol Group” (toward lower right of screen), touch the arrow key to bring up symbol options (begins with “all,” “1,” “2,” etc.)

· Scroll down the screen until you get to the first letter of the symbol you want and select the letter

· Scroll down the screen again until you find the symbol you want (a preview will appear above the words once you select the symbol)

· Put the mouse on the symbol you want, then click and drag it over to the cell where you would like the symbol to appear

· If you want to change the voice output for any of the symbols (all pre-loaded symbols have default settings for the voice output), see “Modify symbols,” below

· Select “OK” when you are finished

To Modify Symbols 

· Open Talking Screen (double click on icon on desktop)

· Select Escape to bring up Talking Screen options

· Select “Symbols”

· Use the pull down menu under “Symbols” (toward the upper left part of the screen) to locate the symbol you wish to change. 

· Select the symbol, and it should appear toward the upper part of the screen

· You can change a variety of symbol traits

· Label text

· Label color

· Label and font size

· Voice output (called “Speech Message”)

· Etc.

Scanning option

· Open Talking Screen

· Select Escape to bring up Talking Screen options

· Select “Input”

· In upper left corner, select the pull-down menu to bring up the Input Method options and select “Switch Scanning”

· Select the desired scanning options (just below Input Method)

· Adjust Input adjustments (center part of page)

· Select “Ok” when finished and open Talking Screen again

· Use switch to access symbols

· Symbols actually enlarge as they are scanned, to make selections more obvious to the user
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