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                                                                                                           Syllabus SHS 430


SHS 430/530, Language Development


Fall 2007
TIME:  T R 9:30-10:45

LOCATION: 325 DSH

INSTRUCTOR: Cathy Binger, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

OFFICE: Dept. of Speech and Hearing Sciences, Room 1318

OFFICE HOURS: By appt

Email: cbinger@unm.edu (MOST preferred)

Office phone:  277-4453 (LEAST preferred)

TEXT

Pence, K.L. & Justice, L.M.. (2008). Language Development from Theory to Practice. Pearson Prentice Hall.
WEBCT VISTA
· WebCT Vista is UNM’s course management system and is located online at http://vista.unm.edu or http://my.unm.edu (“My courses” tab at top)
· Students will be using WebCT to: 

· Download lecture notes (which will be in PowerPoint) 

· Download assignments

· Download relevant websites

· You are responsible for checking WebCT on a regular basis. If you wish to print out the lecture notes, you are free to do so; I will not be handing them out in class
· For WebCT help: http://webctinfo.unm.edu/student 
.

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN SHS 530:  See me for assignments.  

COURSE OBJECTIVES:


1.  Learn about children's language and literacy development and develop an understanding of how to use developmental information when working with children.


2.  Develop an appreciation for the richness and creativity of children's language and communication.


3.  Become aware of the complex relationships between language development and other areas of development.

4. Increase knowledge about normal communicative development of children from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
5. Develop familiarity with theories regarding how children develop language.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
1. Attendance and Time Commitment
Students are responsible for all material presented in class, for examination and assignment purposes. Attendance is highly encouraged. Students are expected to spend about 3-6 hours/week outside of class on this course, including reading assignments and completion of the graded assignments.
2. Readings

Students are responsible for all material covered in the textbook and required supplemental readings, for examination and assignment purposes. Completing the readings before class will make the class more enjoyable; students will be able to participate more fully and will be better able to integrate the information presented. 
3. Exams (100 points each)
· Four exams will be given throughout the semester; the lowest exam score will be dropped

· Exams will focus on readings, lectures, handouts, supplemental notes, videos, guest speakers, and discussions

· All examinations will be cumulative; the bulk of the questions for each exam (~80%) will focus on new information, but a few questions from previous sections will also be included. 
· Exams may include multiple choice, fill-in-the-blank, and short answer questions.
If you miss an exam

· Conflict exams will not be given under ANY circumstances. If a student misses an exam for any reason (including emergencies), that is the exam grade that will be dropped

· It is highly recommended that students take each exam in case an emergency arises later in the semester. 
· If it is determined, at the discretion of the instructor, that a student has valid reasons for missing two exams, the student will make up an exam by submitting a 20 page paper. The student will select a relevant topic for this paper which must be approved by the instructor. If the student does not have valid reasons for missing both exams, the student will receive a “0” for the missing exam score.  

Arriving on Time

· It is particularly critical to come to class on time on exam days. Once a student has completed and exam and left the classroom, no other students will be permitted to enter the classroom. If a student comes to class late and another student has already completed the exam and left the room, the student who is late will not be permitted to take the exam.
4. Assignments  
· Students will complete two Observation Assignments for this class
· The instructions and forms for the assignments are posted on WebCT. 

· Each assignment is worth 25 points 
· Assignments are due AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS on the date that they are due. 

· Students are NOT permitted to email their assignments to the instructor without PRIOR approval

Note: For the duration of the semester, students are responsible for keeping a copy of the assignments they submit. Once the instructor hands back graded assignments, students must retain this copy.

Late Assignments

Late assignments will be penalized by 20 percentage points per day. NO EXCEPTIONS. 
EXTRA CREDIT

There is NO extra credit given for this course.

GRADING POLICY (Points for final grades): 

A+ 
340 – 350 (97% - 100%)

A
326 – 339 (93% - 96.9%)

A- 
315 – 325 (90% - 92.9%)

B+
305 – 314 (87% - 89.9%)

B
291 – 304 (83% - 86.9%)

B- 
280 – 290 (80% - 82.9%)

C+
270 – 279 (77% - 79.9%)

C
256 – 269 (73% - 76.9%)

C-
245 – 255 (70% - 72.9%)

D+
235 – 244 (67% - 69.9%)

D
220 – 234   (63% - 66.9%)

D-
210 – 219 (60% - 62.9%)

F
0     - 209 (below 60%)

Communication
All emails to you will be via WebCT or your official UNM email account. If you wish to use another email account, you must have it forwarded from WebCT and from your UNM account. I highly recommend that you have your WebCT emails sent to anther account (UNM or elsewhere) so that you do not have remember to check WebCT every day for emails from me.
Academic Integrity
All students should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts. 
The UNM Catalog states: "Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in academic and professional matters. The University reserves the right to take disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, against any student who is found guilty of academic dishonesty or otherwise fails to meet these standards. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty in quizzes, tests, or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; and nondisclosure or misrepresentation in filling out applications or other university records." 
I am sure that all students entering this course with the utmost integrity. However, to be on the safe side, it is best to be clear from the start: dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course.  Students who are found to be dishonest will automatically fail this course and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs office for possible further disciplinary sanction. This of course includes cheating on any exam or assignment in any fashion. With regard to assignments, you may discuss assignments with classmates, but you MUST do your OWN work. A good rule: As soon as you begin writing, you are on your own. 
Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
It is university policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students who have disabilities that may affect their ability to participate in class activities and assignments.  Students with disabilities should contact the Accessibility Services office (http://www.unm.edu/~as/ or 277-3506) to obtain assistance with arranging the necessary accommodations and must notify the instructor of the course in advance if accommodations are required.
Technical Challenges

The “Three Before Me” policy applies in this course.  Students must attempt to solve (and document) WebCT and technology-related issues by three other means before contacting the professor:  (1) consult a colleague; (2) search the WebCT webpage for an answer (FAQ, etc.); and/or (3) post a question by sending a “Help Request Form” through the WebCT site. I will attempt to help with technical questions ONLY after you have completed and documented these steps. 
SCHEDULE
	Date
	Topic/Exam/Assign Due Date
	Readings

	8/21
	Language Development: An Introduction
	Ch. 1, 3

	8/23
	Introduction, con’t
Devp of motor, cognitive, social, and communication skills (broad overview)
	Ch. 1, 3 con’t

Owens, Ch. 3 (on e-reserve)

	8/28
	Infancy
	Ch. 5

	8/30
	Con’t
	Ch. 5 con’t

	9/4
	Con’t
	Ch. 5 con’t 

	9/6
	EXAM 1
	

	9/11
	Toddlerhood (ages 12-36 months)
	Ch. 6

	9/13
	Con’t
	Ch. 6 con’t

	9/18
	Preschool pragmatic and semantic devp
	Ch. 7

	9/20
	Con’t
	Ch. 7 con’t

	9/25
	Preschool devp of language form
	Ch. 7

	9/27
	Preschool devp of language form, con’t
	Ch. 7 con’t

	10/2
	Preschool devp of language form, con’t
	Ch. 7 con’t

	10/4
	EXAM 2
	

	10/9
	ASSIGNMENT 1 DUE

Guest Lecture – play devp
	Handout in class

	10/11
	NO CLASS: Fall Break
	

	10/16
	Language-learning processes in young children (cognition, play, and language)
	p. 60-61 (Vygotsky & Piaget); pp. 63-65 (Chomsky & bootstrapping)

	10/18
	Con’t – See additional readings (
	159-160; 288-289

	10/23
	School-age & adult pragmatic & semantic devp
	Ch. 8 pp. 252-277 (skip phonology)

	10/25
	Con’t
	Con’t

	10/30
	Con’t
	Con’t

	11/1
	School-age & adult language form & literacy
	Con’t

	11/6
	EXAM 3
	

	11/8
	Con’t 
	Con’t

	11/13
	Con’t
	Con’t

	11/15 
	NO CLASS (ASHA Conference in Boston)
	

	11/20
	ASSIGNMENT 2 DUE
Con’t
	Con’t

	11/22
	NO CLASS - Thanksgiving
	

	11/27
	Language diversity
	Ch. 9

	11/29
	Language diversity 
	Con’t

	12/4
	Theories of Language Development
	Berko Gleason chapter (e-reserve)

(Can also see Ch. 2, pp. 54-71, esp. Table 2.3)

	12/6
	Theories of Language Development
	

	12/11 (Tues) 8:15-9:30
	EXAM 4: Note special start time; does not match official UNM schedule
	In regular classroom


