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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1SHS 532

Augmentative and Alternative Communication

Spring 2008
Instructor: 
Cathy Binger, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Class hours:
Wednesdays, 5:30-8:15
Location: 
1352 SHS
Contact:
cbinger@unm.edu (most preferred)



277-4454 (Leave message w/ Maria or Diana, NOT on my voice mail)


Office: 1363 SHS


Mailbox: By copy machine

Office hours: 
By appointment

Objectives:


Students in this course will:

· Learn the AAC terminology that is used in the field

· Define the scope of AAC interventions

· State the areas involved in AAC assessment and the rationale for investigating each area

· Learn the parameters involved in selecting AAC devices/systems, including both high and light tech strategies

· Learn how to design AAC systems for individuals who require AAC

· Gain hands-on experience with a variety of AAC technologies 

· Set goals and objectives for individuals who use AAC

· Learn the principles of AAC intervention, including determining the best communication modalities and supports for individuals who require AAC

· Design intervention programs for individuals who use AAC and their communication partners

Required text: 

Beukelman, D. & Mirenda, P. (2005) Augmentative and Alternative Communication: Supporting Children and Adults with Complex Communication Needs.  Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Co.

· Students will likely find it most helpful to complete the assigned weekly readings before class meeting.  Active class participation is required.
Optional text: 

Light, J. & Binger, C. (1998) Building Communicative Competence with Individuals who use Augmentative and Alternative Communication. Baltimore, MD: Paul H. Brookes Co.

· This text will be important for the last take-home exam will likely be a valuable future clinical resource.
· You may be able to find an inexpensive used copy at an online site such as www.addall.com 
Other course information and readings are taken from these texts: 

Glennen, S. & DeCoste, D. (1997). Handbook of Augmentative and Alternative Communication.  San Diego, CA: Singular Publishing Co. 

Lloyd, L., Fuller, D., & Arvidson, H. (1997). Augmentative and Alternative Communication: Handbook of principles and practices. Boston, MA: Allyn & Bacon.

Readings from these texts will be made available to students.  

Other books of interest:

Beneath the S urface: Creative Expressions of Augmented Communicators. (2000) M.B. Williams & C.J. Krezman (Eds.). Toronto: ISAAC Press

Sienkiewicz-Mercer, R. & Kaplan, S. (1989). I Raise My Eyes to Say Yes. New York, NY: Avon Books.

Course Requirements

	Course Requirement
	Description of Requirement
	Points toward final grade
	Due Date (Bold = Contract for 1 date with Cathy)

	AAC Technology Assignments
	A variety of AAC technologies will be demonstrated in class and students will have opportunities for hands-on learning. Students will then complete and submit three AAC Technology Worksheets (25 points each) on the AAC systems. 


	Pass/fail (must get 80%; if less, one unit
 reduction on final grade)
	Various; throughout semester

	Peer-Reviewed Journal Article Readings


	Students will read 5 different peer-reviewed articles. One quiz will be given at the beginning of class on the date that each article is due. The class will discuss each article. 


	Pass/fail

Pass = at least 70% on 4/5 articles; If not, 

one unit reduction on final grade 
	1/30
2/13

3/5

3/19

4/2

	In-Class Exam
	Students will complete one in-class exam that relates to the topics covered during the first Topic section on the Class Schedule (below). The exam may be a combination of any of the following: multiple choice, T/F, short answer, fill in the blank.


	100
	Feb 27

	AAC Assessment Take-home Exams
	Students will complete two case-based take-home exams that address various aspects of AAC assessment. Students will contract with the professor for a due date.
	75 (Part I)
75 (Part II)
	Pick one of each: 

Part I: Mar 11, 12, 13, 14 

Part II: Ap 8, 9, 10, 11 

	AAC Assessment Practice: Role Plays
	Students will practice assessment techniques that they learned about in class via in-class role plays. 


	Pass/fail (see above re: pass/fail)
	Mar 12

	AAC Intervention Take-home Exam
	Students will complete a case-based take-home exam that addresses various aspects of AAC intervention. Students will contract with the professor for a due date.
	150
	Pick one: May 7, 8, 9, 10 


Grading Policy
There are a total of 400 possible points for this course. The following point distribution will be used to assign final grades:

A+ 
388 - 400 (97% - 100%)

A
372 – 387 (93% - 96.9%)


A- 
360 – 371 (90% - 92.9%)

B+
348 – 359 (87% - 89.9%)

B
332 – 347 (83% - 86.9%)

B-       320 – 331 (80% - 82.9%)

C+
308 – 319 (77% - 79.9%)

C
292 – 307 (73% - 76.9%)

C-
280 – 291 (70% - 72.9%)

D+
268 – 279 (67% - 69.9%)

D
252 – 267 (63% - 66.9%)

D-
240 – 251 (60% - 62.9%)

F
0     -  239 (below 60%)

     25 percentage points will be deducted per day for late assignments (including weekends). 

Technology Requirements: ADVANCETechnology Requirements\: " \l 2 TC \l2 "
	Technology
	Expectations for Use

	E-mail
	The best way to contact the professor is via email (cbinger@unm.edu). The professor will make every effort to respond to all student messages within 48 hours of receipt.



	WebCT Vista
	Vista is UNM’s course management system and is located online at https://vista.unm.edu.  Students will be using Vista to download: 

- 
Lecture notes (which will be in PowerPoint) 

- 
Assignments

- 
Websites

You are responsible for checking Vista on a regular basis. If you wish to print out the lecture notes, you are free to do so; I will not be handing them out in class.



	Class Notes
	Students are expected to take notes during class.  The professor will provide note-taking outlines for class via Vista.  It is the student’s responsibility to print posted outlines prior to each day’s class and to obtain missed notes from a colleague. The professor will not provide additional electronic or hard copies of class notes.  The professor will be happy to respond to questions after students have reviewed missed class notes.  



	Technical Problems
	The “Three Before Me” policy will apply in this course.  In other words, students must attempt to solve (and document) Vista and technology-related issues by three other means before contacting the professor:  (1) consult a colleague; (2) search the Vista webpage for an answer (FAQ, etc.); and/or (3) post a question by sending a “Help Request Form” through the Vista site. I will attempt to help with technical questions ONLY after you have completed and documented these steps. 




Additional Policies ADVANCEAdditional Policies " \l 2 TC \l2 "
	Topic
	Policy Description

	Communications
	All emails to you will be via Vista or your official UNM email account. If you wish to use another email account, you must have it forwarded from Vista and from your UNM account. Also, I highly recommend that you have your Vista emails sent to anther account (UNM or elsewhere) so that you do not have remember to check Vista every day for emails from me. 



	Make-Up Exams
	Make-up exams will not be given under ANY circumstances. If it is determined, at the discretion of the instructor, that a student has valid reasons for missing the exam, the student will make up the exam by submitting a 20 page paper. The student and professor will negotiate a topic for the paper. If the student does not have valid reasons for missing the exam, the student will receive “0” points for the exam.



	Attendance and participation
	Attendance for all classes is highly recommended. If you miss class on the day that a technology assignment is completed, you will miss out on that in-class assignment (resulting in a one unit reduction of your final grade)



	Late Assignments


	25 percentage points will be deducted per day for late assignments. Each day of the week counts, including weekends. 




	Academic integrity
	All students should act with personal integrity, respect other students’ dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts. The UNM Catalog states the following: 
"Each student is expected to maintain the highest standards of honesty and integrity in academic and professional matters. The University reserves the right to take disciplinary action, up to and including dismissal, against any student who is found guilty of academic dishonesty or otherwise fails to meet these standards. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, dishonesty in quizzes, tests, or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; and nondisclosure or misrepresentation in filling out applications or other university records." 

I am sure that all students entering this course with the utmost integrity. However, to be on the safe side, it is best to be clear from the start: dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course.  Students who are found to be dishonest will automatically fail this course and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs office for possible further disciplinary sanction.

Special Note for Take-Home Exams/Assignments:

Academic integrity must, of course, be maintained on take-home exams and other out-of-class assignments. You are encouraged to discuss assignments with fellow students, but you MUST do your OWN work. A good rule: As soon as you begin writing, you are on your own. 

	Accommodations for Students with Disabilities
	It is university policy to provide reasonable accommodations to students who have disabilities that may affect their ability to participate in class activities and assignments.  Students with disabilities should contact the Accessibility Services office (http://www.unm.edu/~as/ or 277-3506) to obtain assistance with arranging the necessary accommodations and must notify the instructor of the course at least 2 weeks in advance if accommodations are required.

	Extra Credit
	There is NO extra credit for this course. 


Class Schedule
	Anticipated

Timeline
	Topic
	Assigned Readings 

from Textbook

	Week 1     Jan 23
Week 2     Jan 30 Week 3     Feb 6                      

Week 4     Feb 13
	Introduction to Assistive Technology & AAC

Experiences of People who use AAC
- 
defining AAC &AT

- 
roles & responsibilities of SLPs

- 
experiencing AAC

- 
demographics

- 
collaboration

- 
communicative competence

- 
AAC myths dispelled

Overview of AAC systems
- Unaided vs. aided systems

- Light-tech vs. high-tech systems

- Critical evaluation of systems

Selection of AAC Systems

·  Symbols
·  Vocabulary selection

·  Vocabulary organization

·  Types of AAC devices

·  Encoding techniques

·  Rate enhancement techniques 

·  Speech synthesis & other output modes

·  Selection techniques (direct vs. scanning)


	- B & M Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4

- 
ASHA (2005): Roles and Responsibilities of SLPs with respect to AAC: Position Statement: Go to www.asha.org and type “augmentative position statement” into the “search” window; it’s the first thing that comes up)



	Week 5    Feb 20
Week 6    Feb 27
Week 7    Mar 5
Week 8    Mar 12
	AAC Assessment
- The AAC Team

- Candidacy for AAC

- AAC Ax Principles

- The Participation Model

- Areas of Assessment

- Overall goals

- Culturally-appropriate assessment

- Motor access abilities

- Seating and positioning 

- Cognitive/symbolic abilities

- Language Assessment

- Literacy assessment

- Sensory perceptual skills
	B & M Ch. 6, 7 (look carefully at the tables – VERY useful!)
Add’l info on specific populations: B & M Ch. 9, 10, 11, 15, 16, 17, 18

ALSO: Glennen & DeCoste Ch. 5, 6, 7

	Week 9    Mar 26
Week 10  Ap 2
Week 11  Ap 9
Week 12  Ap 16
Week 13  Ap 23

	AAC Intervention
- A Broad Approach to Ix

- best practices in AAC

- principles of intervention

- The Participation Model

- Intervention with the individual using AAC

- Building Communicative Competence

- Operational competence

- Linguistic competence

- Social competence

- Social competence

- Specific intervention programs (PECS, aided language stimulation, etc.)

- Intervention with Communication Partners

- Caregiver/educator training programs

- Case studies (bring your own, too!)


	B & M Chapters 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18

Light & Binger Ch. 2 & 3; pp. 113-118; 185-189

“No Time To Lose” The ASHA Leader, pp. 6-7, 10-11. (available online: www.asha.org)
Additional readings may be posted

	Week 14    Apr 30
Week 15   May 7
	Selected Contemporary Issues in AAC
Possible areas (we’ll decide as a class…)

- Educational inclusion issues

- Pre-literacy & literacy issues

- Special client populations (e.g., beginning communicators, individuals with developmental disabilities, individuals with acquired disabilities)
	B & M Ch 9-13; 15-18

Additional readings will be posted. 
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� A reduction of a “unit” = the next lowest grade; for example, if you earn an A- but receive a grade lower than 80% on one of these assignments, you will receive a final grade of B+.
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